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Réamhra

Ta na Toghchain aititla agus Eorpacha ar siul trath a bhfuil go leor ddshlan roimh
Eirinn — géarchéim leantnach tithiochta, seirbhis slainte ata ar ti titim agus géarchéim
costais mhaireachtdla. Is deis iad na toghchain seo do dhaoine a dtuairimi a chur in
iul faoin athru ata siad ag iarraidh a fheiceail.

Té rialtas againn ata as teagmhail, nach dtuigeann na dushlain atd romhainn, nach
bhfuil na smaointe na an cumas acu iad a shocru agus ni thugann sé na hacmhainni
agus an t-airgead dar gcomhairli chun solathar a dhéanamh do phobail.

Tosaionn an t-athrl i do phobal aititil, le do chomhairleoir aititil de chuid Shinn Féin
ag obair go dian dicheallach chun a chinntit go n-oibrionn do chomhairle nios fearr
duit. Nios fearr maidir le tithiocht shoisialta agus inacmhainne a sholathar. Nios
fearr 6 thaobh diseanna agus acmhainni a chur ar fail. Nios fearr chun ar mboithre a
chothabhail agus ar sradideanna a dhéanamh nios sabhailte.

Beidh Comhairli aitiula rithabhachtach chun tithe inacmhainne a chur ar fail do
ghnathoibrithe agus do theaghlaigh faoi rialtas faoi cheannas Shinn Féin. Sin an fath
gur véta é véta do Shinn Féin sa toghchan Aititiil ar an 7 Meitheamh chun tis a chur
leis an ngéarchéim tithiochta a réiteach. Mas athru ata uait, caithfidh ta vétail ar a shon
sha toghchain Aititla agus Eorpacha.

Is é tiomantas Shinn Féin daoibh na go ndéanfaimid cinnte de go gcloisfear do ghlér
sa rialtas aititil. Is fearr a oibrionn an pholaitiocht nuair a dhéantar cinneadh is gaire
ddibh siud a bhfuil tionchar acu agus nuair a chloistear tuairimi an phobail.

Beidh comhairleoiri Shinn Féin ag obair go dian ar do shon. Déanfaimid cinnte de go
solathraionn do chomhairle ar do shon.

Aireofar inar dtosaiochtai:

© Tithiocht shoisialta agus inacmhainne a chur ar fail ar ais ag barr chlar oibre na
combhairle.

Do chomhairle a dhéanamh nios fearr duit i dtaca le dul i gcomhairle, le héisteacht
leis an phobal agus le beart a dhéanamh de réir briathair.

©

© Dulingleic le rdmhaorlathas agus moilleanna ag leibhéal na n-adaras aitiuil, go
hairithe maidir le pleanail agus solathar tithiochta agus bonneagair.

©

Combhairli aititla a chur ar ais ag déanamh na rudai a rinne siad go maith trath, lena
n-airitear cothabhail boithre, seirbhisi aititla a sholathar lena n-airitear seirbhisi
dramhaiola, ar sraideanna a ghlanadh agus tithiocht phoibli a sholathar agus a
chothabhail.

© Tacu le pobail ata ag obair go dian chun feabhas a chur ar a gceantair aitiula tri
infheistiocht a dhéanamh i spasanna poibli, in diseanna féilliochta agus spdirt, i
mbonneagar iompair agus sa timpeallacht aitiil.
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Tithiocht phoibli a thégail ar Thalamh Poibli

Téaimid i lar géarchéim tithiochta ata ag dul i bhfeidhm ar oibrithe agus ar theaghlaigh de gach gldin. An
phriomhchuis ata leis sin na nar tugadh tacaiocht d’Udarais aititla tithe a thdgail agus ta ganntanas mor
tithe de chuid na Comhairle againn. Is toradh direach é freisin ar na rialtais a bheith ag brath rémhor ar

an margadh priobhaideach.

Is iad Sinn Féin an t-aon phairti a bhfuil plean acu an clar tégala tithe is mé i stair an Stait a chur ar fail.

Cuirfimid na tithe inacmhainne seo ar fail tri Chomhairli aitidla agus tri Chomhlachtai Tithiochta
Ceadaithe ar phraghsanna is féidir le daoine a ioc i ndairire, ag cinntiu go gcuirfear ar fail iad tri Usaid
a bhaint as talamh poibli. Beidh sé rithabhachtach go gcuirfear ar fail iad lena chinntii go mbeidh
comhairleoiri Shinn Féin i ngach Comhairle ar fud an Stait.

Té sé seo taobh le solathar tithe sdisialta agus solathar réimse nios leithne tithe ag an earnail
phriobhaideach ag gach cineal pointi praghais. Ta cumas, luas agus inacmhainneacht rithabhachtach ar
fad ach is tosaiocht pholaititil é freisin.

Chuirfeadh rialtas Shinn Féin cios miosa ar ais i ngach péca cioséiri priobhaideacha agus chuirfeadh
sé cosc ar arduithe ciosa ar feadh tri bliana; agus chuirfeadh sé, mar rialtas, spas ar fail chun cur le
solathar tithiochta.

Aithnionn Sinn Féin go bhfuil na milte maoin folamh agus tréigthe inar sraidbhailte, bailte agus
cathracha. De réir an Daonairimh is déanai, aimsiodh 166,752 teach folamh. Idir an da linn, ta easpa
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didine ard i gcdnai, td4 beagnach 14,000 duine gan didean - os cionn 4,000 péiste ina measc - gan
didean anois. Scannal naisiunta ata ann.

Ta go leor tithe folmha ina lui diomhaoin ar feadh na mblianta. Ta cuid acu a bhfagail le lobhadh, ag

giri tréigthe agus ag cur smail eile i lathair ar bpobail. Is muirear bliantuil 7% é an Tobhach ar Laithreain
Thréigthe ar réadmhaoin thréigthe. In 2022, bhailigh Comhairli aititla nios 1t na €1 milliin. Bhi beagnach
€17 millidn le hioc i dTobhach ar Laithreain Threigthe, agus nior bhailigh ocht n-Udaras aitiuil déag tada.

Chomh maith leis na tithe folmha seo, is riléir ddinn uileiomhanna de thithe na Comhairle ata
cumhdaithe le clair adhmaid- leathain mhéra mhiotail liatha os cionn fuinneoga agus doirse. Creideann
Sinn Féin go bhfuil sé rithabhachtach tithiocht shoisialta fholamh a thabhairt ar ais le hisaid d’earnail
tithiochta ata ag feidhmiu. Léirigh Tascairi Feidhmiochta 2022 an Choimisitin Naisiinta Maoirseachta
agus Inilchdireachta go raibh roinnt Udaras aititil ag fagail tithe folamh ar feadh nios mé na 22 mhi idir
tionontai. Nil sé sin inghlactha.

Aithnionn Sinn Féin freisin na deacrachtai a bhionn ag daoine faoin tuath agus iad ag iarraidh cead
pleandla a fhail do theach aonair, ar thalamh teaghlaigh go minic.

Aithnimid go mbaineann an ghéarchéim tithiochta le nios mé na leo siud nach bhfuil in ann teacht ar
thithiocht shabhailte shlan. Ta daoine, ata ina gconai i dtithe Comhairle agus ciosanna priobhaideacha
sa Stat seo, a bhfuil iallach orthu maireachtail i gcoinniollacha ata faoi bhun an chaighdeain. Fuarthas
amach i dtuarascail 6n gCoiste Eorpach um Chearta Sdisialta (ECSR) gur saraiodh cearta daonna an
Lucht Siuil agus iad siud ata ina gconai i dtithiocht Udarais aitidil go leanunach tri thithiocht neamhleor a
chur ar fail ina bhfuil taise, caonach agus ar snamh le francaigh.

T4 arduithe méra ar mhaoiniu molta ag Sinn Féin do Chombhairli chun a dtithe Comhairle a chothabhail,
a athchdéiriu agus a aisfheistiu. Airitear leis sin ciste sonrach d’Udarais aitiula chun freagairt go
réamhghniomhach do shaincheisteanna cothabhala; lena n-airitear fuinneoga agus doirse, taise,
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caonachagus sceitheadh. Rémhinic, is fadhb ollmhor é sceitheadh beag toisc go bhfuil sé fagtha
réfhada. Thabharfaimis isteach scéim athnuachana d’arasain agus d’arasain ata thart ar a saolré.

Nior cheart go mbeadh ar dhaoine conai i dtithe ina bhfuil taise, caonach né nach bhfuil cothabhail
déanta orthu. Thabharfaimis tus aite do na tithe sin is mé a bhfuil ga acu le deisiu agus liostai feithimh le
haghaidh cothabhala bunusai a laghdu.

Ni féidir dearmad a dhéanamh ar rdl rithabhachtach na n-udaras aitiuil inar gcoéras pleandala. Dhéanfadh
rialtas Shinn Féin an proiseas pleanala a chuichéirit agus chuirfeadh sé deireadh leis an maorlathas.
Creidimid, faoin gcéras ata ann faoi lathair, gur féidir le hadarais aititla nios mé a dhéanamh chun
moilleanna a chosc. Léirigh Tascairi Feidhmiochta 2022 NOAC nar eisiodh deimhnithe déitedin i

roinnt Udaras aitidil ach amhain laistigh den tréimhse ama spriocdhirithe i 3% de na casanna; agus ni
dhearnadh cigireacht naisiunta ach ar 30% d’fhoirgnimh nua ar an mean.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tus aite do:

© An clar tithiochta soisialta agus inacmhainne is mo i stair an Stait a chur ar fail.

© Maorlathas ata ag cur moill ar sholathar tithiochta a laghdu. San aireamh, oibreoidh
muid le foireann an rialtais aititil chun foirne pleanala a fhorbairt ata nios tapuila, nios
éifeachtula agus maoinithe nios fearr chun moill sa phroiseas a aithint agus deireadh
a chur leo.

Spriocanna méadaithe a éileamh d’Gdarais aititla aonair agus a chinntii go mbainfear
amach na spriocanna sin.

Oibriu le solathraithe seirbhise do dhaoine gan didean chun deireadh a chur le heaspa
didine fadtéarmach.

A chinntii go dtacaionn pleananna forbartha aititla le maireachtail pobal tuaithe agus
maireachtail faoin tuath.

Udarais aititla a spreagadh chun ceannach éigeantach, nuair is praiticitil, agus
filleadh ar réadmhaoin thréigthe agus fholamh a Gsaid.

A chinntit go mbaileofar nios mé den Tobhach ar Laithreain Thréigthe agus go
gcuirfear dlas le tithe folmha de chuid na Comhairle a thabhairt ar ais.

Buiséid mhéadaithe cothabhala tithiochta a sholathar.

o0 © ©o °o °©o 0o

Iniichadh a chur i bhfeidhm ar an stoc iomlan tithiochta séisialta agus obair i dtreo
plean rollach cuig bliain don chothabhail coisctheach a n-ullmhui ag gach udaras
aitiuil.

V]

Nios mo aiteanna a chruthii do phrintiseachtai a bhaineann le tégail chun seirbhisi
cothabhala agus amanna slantchain tithiochta a fheabhs.

© Riachtanais phobail aititila Gaeltachta agus labhartha Gaeilge a chur san aireamh i
gcroilar Pleananna Forbartha Cathrach/Contae, lena n-airitear a riachtanais tithiochta
soOisialta agus inacmhainne, agus i gcas na n-udaras aitiuil a fhreastalaionn ar
cheantair Ghaeltachta, bearta a chur i bhfeidhm lena n-airitear measunuithe tionchair
teanga, coinniollacha teanga ar fhorbairti tithiochta, agus patruiin lonnaiochta
Gaeltachta a aithint, pobail a chosaint agus tacu le hoibrithe agus teaghlaigh le
Gaeilge saol a chrutht déibh féin sa An Ghaeltacht.
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Slainte

Cé go dtagann solathar seirbhisi slainte faoi FSS agus go gcuireann an Roinn Slainte an maoiniu ar fail,
ta rél laidir ag Udarais aitiula maidir le slainte agus folldine a mhéadu do gach duine. Baineann cuid acu
seo, amhail lonaid Churaim Phriomhuil a sholathar, leis an rialtas aititil ag obair i gcomhar le FSS agus
leis an rialtas lair.

Is freagrachtai direacha de chuid na n-udaras aitiuil iad cinn eile, amhail clois sugartha agus bealai

sitil a sholathar. Is modhanna iad solathar agus cothabhail spasanna poibli ardchaighdeain, féilliochta
agus aiseanna pobail eile trinar féidir le Comhairli fiorthionchar a imirt. Ni mor a aithint freisin go mbionn
tionchar direach ag diothacht agus drochdhalai maireachtala ar shlainte agus ar fhollaine daoine.

Beidh comhairleoiri Shinn Féin ar son na seirbhisi slainte aitiula. Cuireann Féraim Slainte Réigilnacha
deis ar fail do chomhairleoiri seirbhisi aitiula laidre éifeachtacha a chur ar fail, mar shampla curam
leordhoéthanach dochtuiri teaghlaigh, nios mo seirbhisi dochtuiri teaghlaigh lasmuigh d’uaireanta oibre,
clram feabhsaithe sa phobal agus Usaid nios fearr a bhaint as cégaslanna tri shamhail Tus Aite do
Chogaisiocht a sheachadadh.

Ina bhféraim slainte aititla, beidh comhairleoiri Shinn Féin ar son na nithe seo a leanas:

© Infheistiocht i seirbhisi slainte aititla chun nios mé dochttiri teaghlaigh a sholathar,
dochttiri teaghlaigh fostaithe go direach ag obair i bpobail agus nios mé ciram
dochttiri teaghlaigh lasmuigh d’uaireanta oibre.

© Samhail Pharmacy First a sheachadadh chun an Gsaid is fearr a bhaint as cégaiseoiri
pobail chun rochtain nios taptla ar chégais a chinntiti agus mionscéim bhreoiteachta
a sheachadadh.

© Seirbhisi meabhairshlainte don aos 6g agus infheistiocht i dtacaiochtai aititla.
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Déanfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin
sa rialtas aititil an meéid seo a leanas:
©

agus saoraidi féilliochta.

Oibriu le pobail chun a chinntiti go bhfuil rochtain ag gach duine ar limistéir ghlasa ata
glan agus sabhailte chun siul agus sugradh.

©

© Clar fiantach athchéirithe cosain a chur i bhfeidhm ionas gur féidir le gach duine siul
agus bogadh timpeall a gceantar aititil go sabhailte.

©

Oibriti leis an Udaras Naisitunta lompair chun plé a dhéanamh ar athchdirit a
dhéanamh ar an Scéim Taistil Ghniomhaigh chun cosain agus sitlbhealai ata ann
cheana féin a bhfuil cothabhail de dhith orthu a chur san aireamh.

A chinntit go bhfuil talamh poibli ar fail, agus criosaithe i gceart, d’lonaid Churaim
Phriomhtiil ata san aireamh sa Phlean Slaintecare.

Tascfhorsa a bhunu i ngach udaras aitidil ar leith chun saincheisteanna a bhaineann le
caonach agus agus taise i dtithiocht shoisialta a réiteach.

Oibriu le hudarais aititla chun beartais a fhorbairt chun a chinntit nach gcaillfidh
daoine ata ag dul isteach i gcoireail anduile né a fhanann san ospidéal a dteidliocht
tithiochta nuair a scaoiltear amach iad.




Tosaionn athru go haitiuil FOROGRA TOGHCHAIN AITIUIL SHINN FEIN 2024 ()

Costas Maireachtala

Dhéanfadh rialtas Shinn Féin beart chun an t-ualach ar oibrithe agus ar theaghlaigh a laghdu mar gheall
ar an ardu ar an gcostas maireachtala. Aithnimid gur féidir le hidarais aititla rél gniomhach a imirt
maidir leis an ualach ar oibrithe, ar theaghlaigh agus ar phobail ititla a laghdu.

Ta bainistiu dramhaiola nios tabhachtai na riamh anois mar go dteastaionn gniomhaiochtai
cuimsitheacha 6n éigeandail aeraide, lena n-airitear forbairt an gheilleagair chiorclaigh, agus € mar
aidhm deireadh a chur le dramhail. Ach is amhlaidh fés go bhfuil an iomarca den ualach a iompar ag
oibrithe agus ag teaghlaigh, agus i bhfad robheag ag na tionscail a ghineann drambhail.

Ta billi ti le haghaidh bailii dramhaiola ag cur leis an gcostas maireachtala. Bhi bailiu dramhaiola

ti ina chroisheirbhis a chuir Comhairli aititla ar fail trath. Anois is tionscal brabusach €, agus an
costas & iompar ag an usaideoir seirbhise. Ag an am céanna, ta méadu tagtha ar fhadhb na dumpala
midhleathai; agus an costas ag titim ar Chombhairli.

Is sinne an t-aon stat san Eoraip a bhfuil seirbhis bailithe dramhaiola atad go hiomlan priobhaidithe aige.
Chomh maith leis sin, is sinne an t-aon stat de chuid an Aontais Eorpaigh a bhfuil iomaiocht ‘taobh le
taobh’ ann maidir le bailii dramhaiola, rud a fhagann go mbionn cuideachtai éagsula ag tiomaint tri
phobail chénaithe, go minic ar laethanta i ndiaidh a chéile, ag cur le fadhbanna truaillithe agus trachta.

Ta ar gcoras priobhaidithe costasach, déanann sé dochar don chomhshaol agus ta easpa rialuithe

agus rialachain go mor ann. Ta Sinn Féin tiomanta do bhailii dramhaiola a chur ar ais faoi smacht na
n-udaras aititil. Thabharfadh Sinn Féin isteach an munla saincheadunais rathuil, ata ag feidhmiu cheana
fein i roinnt tiortha ar fud na hEorpa, agus chuirfi deireadh leis an tsamhail ‘taobh le taobh’. Bheadh sé
seo ina chéad chéim thabhachtach i dtreo filleadh ar bhailit dramhaiola go direach ag Udarais aitiula.
Thabharfadh an tsamhail seo cumhacht d‘Udarais aitidla conradh a thabhairt do sheirbhis bailithe
dramhaiola aonair da gceantar. D’fhéadfadh an Chomhairle caighdeain oibritichain a éileamh, lena
n-airitear praghsanna inacmhainne do shealbhdiri ti agus scéimeanna tarscaoilte, agus bheadh an
chuideachta freagrach don udaras aitiuil a bhfuil sé ag feidhmiu thar a cheann.

Ta Sinn Féin go seasta i gcoinne na Canach Maoine Aititla, ar cain chilchéimnitheach, as data i

nach bhfuil ag solathar na seirbhisi aititla a bhfuil dacine ag suil leo agus ata tuillte acu. Chuidigh ar
gcombhairleoiri lena chinntill go gcoinnitear an chain ag an leibhéal is isle is féidir, go hairithe i bhfianaise
an bhru a bhaineann leis an gcostas maireachtdla ar oibrithe agus ar theaghlaigh. Sa rialtas, chuirfimis
deireadh leis an CMA agus ina ionad sin chuirfimis maoinit ilbhliantdil, slan agus méadaithe Statchiste
ar fail d’udarais aitidla.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tas aite do:

© Bru a chur ar iarfheistit tithiochta séisialta méadaithe chun billi a laghdua do na
teaghlaigh is leochaili.

© Seirbhisi bailithe dramhaiola a thabhairt ar ais faoi smacht na gCounicili aitidla.

© Solathar seirbhisi dramhaiola poibli a mhéadu; amhail boscai bruscair agus ionaid
athchursala.

© An Chain Mhaoine Aititil a laghdi go dti an méid is isle is féidir i mbuiséid bhliantula
na comhairle, go dti go gcuirfidh rialtas Shinn Féin deireadh Iéi agus go gcuirfear
maoiniu leordhéthanach ilbhliantuil 6n rialtas lair ina ait.

© An lion spas aititil a mhéadu tri tuilleadh aiseanna ctiram leanai a sholathar faoi
cheannas an udarais aitiuil.
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Boithre Sabhailte agus lompar Poibli Nios Fearr

Cinnteoidh Sinn Féin go gcuirfear béithre sabhailte agus iompar poibli nios fearr ar fail sna hudarais éitidla.

Is priomhthograi iad sabhailteacht ar bhdithre agus iompar inrochtana chun a chinntit gur féidir le daoine
maireachtail agus oibril go sabhailte ina bpobail. Ta sé tugtha le fios ag Aire an Chomhaontais Ghlais
Eamon Ryan agus a rialtas Fine Gael agus Fianna Fail go bhfuil an buiséad le bdithre &itilla a chothabhail
tearcmhaoinithe acu. Nil aon amhras ach go gcuireann drochbhail na mbaithre le lion na dtimpisti.

In 2023 a bhi an lion is mé basanna ar na béithre le beagnach deich mbliana anuas. Ta Baile Atha Cliath
rangaithe sa chuid is measa, ar iompar poibli, de 30 Cathair Eorpach in 2023 agus ta codanna moéra de
cheantair thuaithe na hEireann dorochtana go hiomlan ag iompar poibli. Aithnimid freisin nach féidir le
go leor paisti teacht ar scoil go sabhailte gan a bheith ag brath ar shiob 6 thuismitheoiri.

Mar chuid dar bplean chun sabhailteacht ar bhoithre a fheabhsu, ni mér ddinn breithnit a dhéanamh ar
rédacmhainneacht feithicli iompair, agus ar oideachas tiomanaithe. Maidir leis sin, ni mér na hamanna
feithimh do choinni NCT agus NDLS araon a fheabhsu. Laistigh de théarma rialtais amhain, geallfaidh
Sinn Féin go bhfostoéfar tastalaithe breise laistigh den da sheirbhis chun rochtain thrathuil agus
éifeachtach ar thastéil carranna agus tiomanaithe a chinntid.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tas aite do:

© Maoiniu méadaithe a chur ar fail lena chinntiti go gcoinnitear boithre aititla i gceart.

A chinntit go bhfuil déthain foirne taistil ag foirne gniomhacha agus go bhfuil
acmhainni cui acu.

Oibriu le pobail aititla chun a chinntiii go bhfuil cosain agus bonneagar coisithe
oiriinach don fheidhm.

© O ©

Athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar gach bealach gniomhach chuig scoileanna ina gceantar
féin (reatha agus amach anseo) agus pleananna feabhstchain a fhorbairt a bheidh le
maoiniu trid an Roinn lompair agus Plean Forbartha Naisiinta agus, nuair is cui, chun
riachtanais a chur san aireamh maidir le hathfhorbairti suntasacha amach anseo chun
pointi bailithe bus agus pointi fagala ainmnithe a bheith acu.

V)

Ag obair chun a aithint an doéigh ar féidir limistéir tearc-choimeadta a nascadh le
hiompar poibli.

© ‘Bealai Sabhailte chun na Scoile’ a ionchorpru i ngach Plean Forbartha agus Plean
Limistéir Aitiuil.
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Eire Aontaithe

Forailtear i gComhaontt Aoine an Chéasta do reifrinn Thuaidh agus Theas ar Aontacht na hEireann.
Caithfear tus a chur anois leis an bpleanail doibh sin. Teastaionn comhra uainn faoin gcineal Eireann ata
uainn agus faoin mbealach is fearr chun i a bhaint amach.

Ni raibh an chriochdheighilt le leas mhuintir na hEireann. T4 Sinn Féin tiomanta do gheilleagar uile-
Eireann a chuireann leis an gcomhoibril agus leis an gcomhthathu seirbhisi ar fud an oileain faoi lathair,
go hairithe i réimsi na slainte, an oideachais, an iompair, na talmhaiochta agus na turasoireachta.

Beidh torthai nios fearr ag baint le pleanail uile-Eireann don tslainte. Eascoidh céras oideachais uile-
Eireann comhroinnt acmhainni agus saineolais, neartoidh sé taighde agus forbairt agus cuirfidh sé le fas
agus inbhuanaitheacht gheilleagar uile-Eireann.

Déanfaidh Eire aontaithe a bhfuil céras iompair nua-aimseartha ann pobail a nascadh agus daoine,
earrai agus seirbhisi a bhogadh ar bhealach nios éifeachttla. Rachaidh earnail talmhaiochta uile-Eireann
chun tairbhe cheantair thuaithe na hEireann agus laghdéidh si na constaici agus an rémhaorlathas

a bhaineann le bheith ag obair laistigh de dha dhlinse ar leith, agus cuideoidh comhoibrit ar
shaincheisteanna comhshaoil le dushlan a thabhairt do bhagairt an athraithe aeraide.

Mar cheann scribe turaséireachta den chéad scoth, is amhlaidh in Eirinn Aontaithe go mbainfidh gach
réigiun a lanacmhainneacht amach tri dheiseanna fostaiochta agus eacnamaiocha a chruthd.

Ta rél larnach ag pobail aititila agus rialtas aitidil i bpleanail d’Aontacht na hEireann, le comhairleoiri
Shinn Féin ag obair chun gripai oibre ar aontacht na hEireanna bhunt i gComhairli agus ag éileamh ar
an rialtas Tiondl Saoranach a bhun ar aontacht na hEireann. Glacadh le ruin ag tact leis na moltai seo
ar roinnt comhairle cathrach agus contae ar nés Contae Atha Cliath Theas, DUn na nGall, Muineachan,
An Cabhan agus Baile Atha Cliath agus comhairle ceantair eile sa Tuaisceart.

Ar fud na hEire,ann, ta obair gach comhairleoir de chuid Shinn Féin & stilradh ag an iarracht i dtreo
Aontacht na hEireann. Cuirfidh Sinn Féin comhoibrit chun cinn ar fud na gComhairli, thuaidh agus
theas, tri chomhaontuithe agus caidrimh trasteorann ata ann cheana a fheabhsu.

Oibreoidh Sinn Féin lena chinntit go gcuirfear na buntaisti a bhaineann le maoiniu trasteorann ar

fail do gach pobal. Ina measc seo ta maoiniu do Chonair lompair an A5 Thiar Thuaidh, Pairc Mhic
Easmainn, Droichead Chaol Uisce a nascann Contae an Duin le Contae LU, seirbhisi iarnroid in
aghaidh na huaire idir Béal Feirste agus Baile Atha Cliath, suiomh Chath na Béinne i gContae na Mi,
Réadlanna Réalteolaiocha i nDun Sinche, Ard Mhacha agus Biorra agus scéimeanna comhoibrithe na
ngniomhaireachtai fiontraiochta.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tas aite do:

© Aontacht na hEireann a phleanail agus a chur chun cinn.

© Comhoibriu idir Comhairli aitiala, thuaidh agus theas, ag tégail ar obair na
gcomhlachtai trasteorann, traschomhairle ata ann cheana féin agus ar thionscnaimh
Chombhairle ar nés na dtionscnamh sin i gComhairle Contae Dhin na nGall agus
Dhoire agus Cheantar an tSratha Bain.

© Plé ar chomhchuibhilt agus comhthathu seirbhisi rialtais aitiuil ar fud an oileain.

© Ag obair chun go mbunédh rialtas na hEireann Tionél Saoranach uile-oileain chun ar
dtodhchai bhunreachttiil a phlé.
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Rialtas Aitiiil a chur ag obair nios fearr

Troidfidh foireann laidir Shinn Féin ar son cuntasachta nios mé i gComhairli aitiula.

Faoi lathair ta an coras rialtais aitiuil is larnaithe san Eoraip againn le cumhachtai cinnteoireachta
daonlathacha teoranta agus easpa maoinithe agus acmhainni d’ddarais aitiula. Ciallaionn sé seo go
ndéanann oifigigh neamhthofa i bhfad an iomarca cinnti.

D’oibreodh rialtas Shinn Féin chun dul i ngleic leis seo tri athbhreithnil a dhéanamh ar an rialtas aitiil
d’fhonn cumhachtai agus freagrachtai na Comhairle tofa agus na ndaoine a thoghann iad a mhéadu.

Creidimid go gcaithfear na hudarais aititla a athchéirit. Ni mér cuntasacht agus trédhearcacht a bheith
i gcroilar an méid a dhéanann siad. Ni moér do dhaoine a bheith in ann rochtain a fhail ar fhaisnéis, agus
ni moér duinn oibrill chun aon bhacainni a chuireann cosc air seo a bhaint.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tas aite do:

© Dulingleic le heisiamh polaititil tri Gsaid a bhaint as coras D’hondt, ar coras cothrom
agus comhréireach é chun cathaoirligh na gcoisti agus ballraiocht in aiteanna coiste a
leithdhaileadh.

© Trédhearcacht a mhéadu trina aitii go ndéanfar gach cruinniit den Chomhairle agus
den Choiste a thaifeadadh agus a chur ar fail ar line.

© Athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar thionchar chinneadh Fhine Gael agus Phairti an Lucht
Oibre deireadh a chur le comhairli baile agus buirge d’fhonn tacu le coimhdeacht
agus cuntasacht mhéadaithe.

© Stop a chur le priobhaiditu sheirbhisi na Comhairle aitiala, agus luach ar airgead a
chinntia do chainiocdéiri ag an am céanna.

© Bealai a fhiosru chun inrochtaineacht chruinnithe na Comhairle a mhéadu tri
fhotheideall no6 lIéirmhiniu TCE.

© Athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar phréisis bhuiséid loganaithe chun a chinntit nach
n-usaidtear iad seo chun bearnai a chruthaionn maoiniti neamhleor on rialtas lair a
lionadh.

© Udaras a thabhairt don Phriomhfheidhmeannach tuarascail bhliantuil a fhoilsit ina
sonraitear gach run a ritheadh an bhliain sin agus nuashonru ar a gcur i bhfeidhm.

© Iniuchadh a dhéanamh ar na féidearthachtai acmhainni foirne comhthiomsaithe a
chur ar fail d’obair riarachain do na Comhairleoiri go léir go dti go gcuirfear tuarascail
Moorhead i bhfeidhm ina hiomlaine.

© Féraim Ban na nUdaras Aititil a bhund.
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Pohail a Dhéanamh Inrochtana do Dhaoine Faoi Mhichumas

Téa 1 as gach cuigear faoi mhichumas de chineal éigin. Creidimid go bhfuil nios mé i gceist le tacaiocht
a thabhairt déibh siud faoi mhichumas na seirbhis nach ndéantar beart de réir briathair aici.

| mBuiséad Malartach Shinn Féin 2024, mholamar gur cheart don rialtas lair tacu le Ciste Oiliina agus
Forbartha Eagraiochtai do Dhaoine faoi Mhichumas (OCS) agus Ciste um Chuimsiu Michumais do
gach Comhairle aitiuil chun tacu lena riachtanais shonracha um chuimsii michumais i gcomhréir leis an
UNCRPD. | rialtas, mhéadddh muid an maoiniu freisin do dheontais oiritnithe tithe.

Té freagracht shoiléir ar Udardis aititla spasanna inrochtana a chruthu, a chothabhail agus tacu

leo. Creideann Sinn Féin go bhfuil siad inrochtana do gach duine nuair a chruthaimid spasanna ata
inrochtana do na daoine is leochaili atd againn. Is éard ata i gceist leis seo na éisteacht le daoine faoi
mhichumas agus a chinntit nach gcuireann ar spasanna pobail agus poibli bacainni ar a mbealach.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tas aite do:

© Oifigeach Cuimsithe Michumais a earct i ngach Udaras aititil go sonrach chun oibrit
chun cosc a chur ar chinnti a dhéanamh a chruthaionn bacainni déibh siud faoi
mhichumas.

A chinntit go ndéantar athbhreithnit ar gach togra maidir le hathruithe ar spasanna
oscailte poibli tri Threoirlinte maidir le Dearadh Uilioch.

Grupa Rochtana Deonai a bhunt, le daoine faoi mhichumas mar phriomhbhallraiocht,
i ngach ceantar udarais aitiuil.

Usaid a bhaint as Initichadh Insitltachta an Udarais agus athbhreithnit 4 dhéanamh
ar chosain agus ar bhealai chun athdhromchlu agus idirghabhail a dhéanamh.

Straitéis Michumais agus Cuimsithe a Dhréachtu.

o0 O o 0©

Tithe ata ann cheana féin a oiriint agus tithe nua a thogail ata inrochtana.
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Gniomhii ar son na hAeraide

Caithfidh an t-athrd aerdide agus an dushlan a bhaineann lenar lorg carboin a laghdu chun cosc a chur
ar thuilleadh scriosta ar an bplainéad a bheith ina phriomhthosaiocht ag lucht déanta cinnti sa rialtas
aitiuil.

O thithe folmha a thabhairt ar ais go hisaid chun taisteal gniomhach a chur ar fail mar is ceart do
dhaoine, ta aistritl coir ag croilar mholtai Shinn Féin. Creidimid gurb é an bealach is fearr chun cinn tacu
le daoine cinnti ata fonta 6 thaobh an chomhshaoil de a dhéanamh.

Dhéanfadh rialtas Shinn Féin leasu ar an gcaoi a ndéantar iarfheistid a mhaoinid, a spriocdhirid agus

a sheachadadh. Chinnteodh ar mbeartais go mbeadh ar a laghad 75% den mhaoiniu d’iarfheistiu
cbdnaithe agus pobail dirithe orthu siud ar ioncam iseal agus measartha, ionas go mbeadh baint amach
ar spriocanna aeraide fite fuaite le bochtaineacht fuinnimh agus diothacht shaéisialta a mhaolu.

T4 sé beartaithe againn clar nua ata an-difridil a chur in ionad an chlair naisiunta iarfheistithe. Molaimid
deontais até srathaithe ionas gur mé an chabhair a theastaionn uait chun iarfheistit a dhéanamh ar an
gcabhair is mé a gheobhaidh td. Cuimsionn ar gclar comhphairteanna limistéarbhunaithe freisin chun
seachadadh nios costéifeachtai agus nios foirsteanai a chinntiu.

Molaimid scéim ar leith do theaghlaigh ata ag brath ar bhreoslai soladacha - is minic gur tithe fuara
tuaithe iad seo a bhfuil na hastaiochtai is airde acu; chomh maith le ciste tiomnaithe a bhunu le
haghaidh teaschaidéil i bhfianaise an gha phrainnigh ata le foinse breosla na dtithe a aistrit chuig
roghanna malartacha in-athnuaite. Chomh maith leis sin, thabharfadh Sinn Féin tus aite d’infheistiocht
nios mo6 6 na hudarais aitiula in iarfheistiu a stoic tithiochta agus acmhainni a chur ar fail déibh.

Creidimid go gcabhréidh Usaid a bhaint as maoine trachtala folmha a thugtar isteach in Usaid
shealadach idir an da linn, chun deireadh a chur le folUntas trachtéla.

Chun tacu le fior-ghniomhu aerdide, ta Sinn Féin tar éis ciste ar leith a mholadh do phairceanna phoibli
agus coillearnaigh, a ligfeadh do Udarais &ititil maoiniu a lorg chun cabhru le daileachtai talin a
cheannach le n-Usdaid mar phairceanna phoibli agus spasanna glas.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tas aite do:

© Ag tacu le seachadadh agus cur i bhfeidhm pleananna aitiila um ghniomht ar son
na haeraide agus Oifigigh agus Comhordaitheoiri ar leith don Ghniomht ar son na
hAeraide a chinntiti ar gach Udaras aitidil.

© Bithéagstlacht a chosaint agus a fheabhst, leathni a dhéanamh ar spasanna glas
agus ceantair nadurtha ata i seilbh an phobail agus inrochtana, fad is ataimid ag cur
le storail agus ceapadh carbain.

© Udaras a thabhairt gach tGdaras aititil a bhfuillimistéir snamha ainmnithe ann tastail ar
chailiocht an uisce a chur i gcrich i rith na bliana ar fad.

© Ag iarraidh téamh ceantair a chur san aireamh i bhforbairti nua tithiochta sdisialta
nuair is féidir.

© Beartais a fhorbairt maidir le ‘Usaid idir an da linn’ do gach Gdaras 4ititil chun cabhra
le grapai pobail agus FBManna an cuspdir a thuiscint, suim a ghinidint agus muinin
nios mo a thabhairt d’fhorbroiri go bhfaigheadh siad a suiomh ar ais.

© Tus aite a thabhairt do chreimeadh cdésta agus cosc agus bainistiu tuilte.

© Cailiocht an uisce a fheabhsu.
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Pobail a Choimead Slan

Beidh foireann laidir Shinn Féin ag troid ar son tuilleadh Gardai — até le feicedil agus ar an stadar.

Mar gheall ar an ngéarchéim sa phdilineacht, tharla lionionsaithe ar Ghardai agus ciréibeanna agus
coiridlacht i mBaile Atha Cliath nach raibh riamh ann, agus t4 ionsaithe suntasacha agus ardphrdéifile le
feiceail i gcathracha eile freisin. Ar fud an Stéit, ta iompar frithshéisialta ag cur pobail i mbaol agus ta
imni léirithe ag gnolachtai, oibrithe agus turasoiri faoi chursai sabhailteachta.

Dhéanfadh rialtas Shinn Féin infheistiocht i mérfheachtas earcaiochta de chuid an Gharda Siochana,
chomh maith le bearta coinnedla a thabhairt isteach, chun an lion Gardai ata ag éiri as a laghdu, agus
chun lion na nGardai a mhéadu. Dhéanfaimis athbhreithniu ar an gCiste Nualaiochta Sabhailteachta
Pobail chun a chinntid go bhfaigheann na pobail is mé a ndéanann coiridlacht dochar doibh brabus na
gcoireanna sin.

Aithnionn Sinn Féin freisin an rdl rithabhachtach ata ag comhraiceoiri déitean chun ar bpobail a
choimead slan fud fad na tire; agus iad ag ioc go gear as go minic iad féin. Gan gniomhu prainneach
chun tabhairt faoin ngéarchéim earcaiochta agus coinneala, is ar éigean go mbeidh na seirbhisi seo in
ann leanuint ar aghaidh ag obair 6 la go lae, rud a chuirfidh saoil beatha i mbaol.

| rialtas, chuirfeadh muid an maoiniu caipitil ar fail chun an malartu reatha ar innill agus ar threalamh
riachtanach eile a éascu, anuas ar staisilin nua a bhunu ait gur ga.

Té cinnteacht airgeadais agus siochain intinne tuillte ag gach comhraiceoir doiteain tar éis na blianta de
sheirbhis. Ni mor gach rogha a scridu chun an géarchéim earcaiochta agus coinneala i measc seirbhisi
lanaimseartha agus coimeadta a réiteach, ata tar éis dul in olcas faoin rialtas seo.

Tabharfaidh foireann laidir de chuid Shinn Féin sa rialtas aitiuil tas aite do:

© Athbhreithnii a dhéanamh ar struchtuir JPC ata ann cheana féin agus ar fhéraim
sabhailteachta pobail chun a chinntit go n-oibrionn siad seo le Comhphairtiochtai
Aititla Sabhailteachta Pobail ata beartaithe agus go gcomhlanaionn siad iad.

Tacu le hudarais aitidla tri phroisis bhuiséadacha chun a chinntiti go bhfuil déthain
Oifigeach Forfheidhmithe Tiondntai i bhfeidhm.

©
© Réimsi a aithint le haghaidh Tascfhorsai Dumpala ata le bunu.

© Tacu le forbairt caidrimh idir Gardai pobail aititla agus pobail leochaileacha.
©

Daileadh cui a chinntil ar aiseanna, chun a chinntit go bhfuil déthain foirne ann do
staisitin lanaimseartha agus coimeadta, ag ligint do comhraiceoiri doitean a gcuid
dualgais a chomhlionadh go sabhailte agus go héifeachtula agus iad ag coinneail ar
bpobail slan.

© Ag cinntiu go bhfuil ddarais aititil ag cur an cinamh teicnitil agus an trealamh ar fail
chun foirgnimh nua agus reatha a léarscailiti ionas gur féidir eolas a roinnt go tapai
agus tubaiste féideartha i bhfoirgnimh ardstérach a chosc.

© Ag cinntiu go gcuirfidh Udarais aititil coras léarscala ar fail do gach seirbhis déiteain
de na hiodraint doitean agus den eolas catagoirii ardriosca abhartha ar fud an Stait.
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Introduction

This year’s local and European Elections are taking place at a time when Ireland
is facing many challenges — an ongoing housing crisis, a health service that is at
breaking point and a cost-of-living crisis. These elections are an opportunity for
people to have their say on the change they want to see.

We have a government that is out of touch, that doesn’t understand the challenges
workers and families are facing, doesn’t have the ideas or the capacity to fix them, and
doesn’t give our local Councils the resources and the funds to deliver for communities.

Change starts in your local community, with your local Sinn Féin councillor working
hard for you to make sure your Council works better for you. Better delivery of
social and affordable housing. Better delivery of local services and amenities. Better
maintenance of our roads and making our streets safer.

Local Councils will be crucial to the delivering affordable homes for workers and
families under a Sinn Féin led government. That is why a vote for Sinn Féin in the local
elections on 7th June is a vote to start fixing the housing crisis.

Sinn Féin’s commitment to you is that we will make sure your voice in heard at local
level. Politics works best when decisions are taken closest to those impacted and
when the views of communities is heard.

Sinn Féin councillors will work hard for you. We will make it our business to ensure
that your Council delivers for you.

Our priorities include:

© Putting the delivery of social and affordable housing back at the top of the Council
agenda.

Making your Council work better for you; consulting, listening, and delivering for the
community.

©

© Tackling red tape and delays at local authority level, particularly in relation to planning
and the delivery of housing and infrastructure.

©

Getting local Councils back doing the things they once did well including the
maintenance of roads, delivering local services - including waste services, cleaning
our streets, and delivering and maintaining homes for which they are responsible.

© Supporting communities working hard to improve their local areas by investing in
public spaces, leisure and sports facilities, transport infrastructure and the local
environment.
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Building Public Housing on Public Land

After 13 years of Fine Gael in Government, home ownership has collapsed. Workers and families can’t
afford to buy and they can’t afford to rent.

Instead of building homes Fine Gael have spent almost €10billion of taxpayers money on subsidies to
landlords (HAP/RAS/Rent Supplement/Long Term Leasing).

Almost 140,000 households are in need of social housing many waiting more than 10 years for a home.
Vulture funds are still being allowed to buy up family homes.

The average house price is now €330,000 rising to €440,000 in Dublin — more than three times the
maximum mortgage that most young people can get.

Some local authorities are leaving homes empty for over 22 months between tenants with homes left
boarded up .

Local authorities are one of the biggest employers across the state but the majority have taken on no
craft apprentices in 2023, Dublin City which the biggest local authority only took on 37 apprentices.
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There are 166,752 vacant homes. In 2022 less than €1million was collected in the Derelict Sites Levy
with eighteen local authorities collecting nothing.

Homelessness has reached levels never thought imaginable with almost 14,000 people including over
4,000 children officially homeless.

There are ongoing difficulties faced by people in rural Ireland when trying to obtain planning permission
for a single house, often on family land.

There are people, living in Council homes and private rentals, who are forced to live in substandard
conditions - in damp, mouldy or unmaintained homes.

Sinn Féin are the only party with a plan to deliver the biggest house building programme in the history
of the State. We will deliver affordable homes through local Councils and Approved Housing Bodies at
prices people can genuinely afford, ensuring their delivery in the main, through the use of public land.

This is alongside the delivery of social homes and delivery of a wider range of homes by the private
sector at all sorts of price points. Capacity, pace, and affordability are all key but also core is political
prioritisation. Local authorities have a vital role to play in our planning system and need to be properly
resourced.

A Sinn Féin government would also put one month’s rent back into every private renters pocket and ban
rent increases for three years.

Local Councils will be crucial to the delivery of affordable homes for ordinary workers and families
under a Sinn Féin led government.

19



() SINN FEIN LOGAL ELECTION MANIFESTO 2024 Change Starts Locally

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

o

Delivering the biggest public housing programme in the history of the State to meet
social and affordable housing need.

Delivering affordable homes on an unprecedented scale that teachers, nurses, factory
and retail workers can actually afford to buy or rent.

Stopping vulture funds buying up family homes and student housing.

Development Plans are robust in supporting local authorities to work to end the
housing crisis.

Speed up the construction of homes by reducing bureaucracy and red tape which is
delaying the delivery of housing;

Working with homeless service providers to end long-term homelessness.
Ensuring local development plans support the survival of rural communities;

Use compulsory purchase, where practical, and return to use derelict and vacant
properties.

Ensuring greater collection of the Derelict Sites Levy and speed up the return of
vacant Council homes.

Delivering increased housing maintenance budgets and working towards every local
authority producing a five-year rolling preventative maintenance plan.

Ensure we have the workers to build and maintain homes by creating more places for
construction related apprenticeships.

O © O © 000 © o0 0

Including the needs of local Gaeltacht and Irish speaking communities at the heart
of City/County Development Plans, including their social and affordable housing
needs, and in the case of local authorities serving Gaeltacht areas, implementing
measures including language impact assessments, language conditions on housing
developments, and the recognition of Gaeltacht settlement patterns, to protect
communities and support Irish speaking workers and families to make a life for
themselves in the Gaeltacht.

20



Change Starts Locally SINN FEIN LOCAL ELECTION MANIFESTO 2024 ()

Health

While the provision of health services falls under the HSE and the funding is provided by the
Department of Health, there is a strong role local authorities can play in increasing health and wellbeing
for everyone. Some of these, such as the provision of Primary Care Centres, involve local government
working together with the HSE and central government.

Others, such as the provision of playgrounds and walking routes, are direct responsibilities of local
authorities. The provision and maintenance of quality public spaces, leisure and other community
facilities are means through which Councils can have a real impact. It must also be recognised that
deprivation and poor living conditions have direct impacts on people’s health and wellbeing.

Sinn Féin councillors will champion local health services. Regional Health Forums provide an
opportunity for councillors to deliver strong, effective local services such as sufficient GP care, more out
of hours GP services, enhanced care in the community and to make better use of pharmacies through
delivering a Pharmacy First model.

In their local health forums, Sinn Féin councillors will champion:

© Investment in local health services to deliver more GPs, directly hired GPs working in
communities and more out of hours GP care.

© Delivery of a Pharmacy First model to make best use of community pharmacists to
ensure speedier access to medicines and delivery of a minor ailment scheme.

© Youth mental health services and investment in local supports.
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A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will:

Prioritise the delivery of recreational amenities; including public spaces and leisure
facilities.

Working with communities to ensure everyone has access to clean, safe green areas
to walk and play.

Put in place a meaningful programme of footpath restoration so everyone can walk
and move around their local area safely.

Work with the NTA to discuss reforming the Active Travel Scheme to include existing
footpaths and walkways that need maintenance.

Ensuring public land is available, and correctly zoned, for Primary Care Centres
included in the Slaintecare Plan.

Establishing a taskforce in each individual local authority to resolve mould and damp
issues in social housing.

Work with local authorities to develop policies to ensure that those entering addiction
treatment or hospital stays do not lose their housing entitlement upon discharge.
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Cost of Living

A Sinn Féin government would take action to reduce the burden on workers and families because of the
rising cost of living. We recognise that local authorities can play an active role in reducing the burden
on workers, families, and local communities.

Management of waste is now more important than ever as the climate emergency requires
comprehensive actions, including the development of the circular economy, with the aim of eliminating
waste. But it is still the case that too much of the burden is borne by workers and families, and far too
little by the industries that generate waste.

Household bills for waste collection are adding to the cost of living. Household waste collection was
once a core service provided by local Councils. Now it is a lucrative industry, with the cost being borne
by the service user. In parallel, the problem of illegal dumping has grown; with Councils picking up the
cost.

We are the only state in Europe with a completely privatised waste collection service. We are also

the only EU state persisting with ‘side by side’ competition for waste collection, leading to multiple
companies driving through residential communities, often on successive days, adding to pollution and
traffic problems.

Our privatised system is expensive, bad for the environment and severely lacking controls and
regulations. Sinn Féin is committed to putting waste collection back under the control of local
authorities. Sinn Féin would introduce the successful franchising model, already operating in several
countries across Europe, and eliminate the ‘side by side’ model. This would be an important first
step towards a return to waste collection directly by local authorities. This model would give power
to local authorities to contract a single waste collection service for their area. The Council could insist
on operating standards including affordable prices for householders and waiver schemes, and the
company would be accountable to the local authority on whose behalf it is operating.

Sinn Féin has consistently opposed the Local Property Tax, which is a regressive, outdated tax that

is not delivering the local services that people expect and deserve. Our councillors have helped to
ensure that the tax is kept at the lowest possible level, especially given the pressure of the cost of living
on workers and families. In government, we would abolish the LPT and instead deliver multi-annual,
secure, and increased Exchequer funding for local authorities.

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

© Pushing for increased social housing retrofitting to reduce bills for the most
vulnerable households.

Bringing waste collection services back under the control of local Councils.

Increasing the provision of public waste services; such as bins and recycling centres.

(VIR VIRV

Reducing the Local Property Tax to the lowest possible amount in annual council
budgets, until such time as it is abolished by a Sinn Féin government and is replaced
by adequate, multi-annual funding from central government.

V]

Increasing the number of childcare spaces through the provision of more local
authority led childcare facilities.
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Safe Roads and Better Public Transport

Sinn Féin will ensure the delivery of safe roads and better public transport in local authorities.

Road safety and accessible transport are core proposals to ensure people can live and work safely in
their communities. Green party Minister Eamon Ryan and his Fine Gael and Fianna Fail government
have consciously underfunded the budget for maintenance of local roads. The poor condition of our
roads undoubtedly feeds into accidents.

2023 saw the highest number of deaths on our roads in almost a decade. Dublin has ranked worst,
in public transport, of 30 European Cities in 2023 while large parts of rural Ireland are completely
inaccessible by public transport. We also recognise that many children cannot safely access school
without relying on a lift from parents.

As part of our plan to improve road safety, we must consider the roadworthiness of transport vehicles,
and the education of drivers. In that regard, the waiting times for both NCT and NDLS appointments
must be improved. Within one term of government, Sinn Féin will commit to hiring additional testers
within both services to ensure a timely and effective access to car and driver testing.

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

© Delivering increased funding to ensure local roads are properly maintained.
Ensuring active travel teams are adequately staffed and properly resourced.

Working with local communities to ensure footpaths and pedestrian infrastructure is
fit for purpose.

O o0 0

Reviewing all active routes to schools in their area (existing and future) and develop
improvement plans to be funded via the Department of Transport and National
Development Plan and, where appropriate, to include requirements for significant
future redevelopments to have designated bus collection and drop off points.

Working to identify how underserved areas can be connected by public transport.

VIRV

Incorporating ‘Safe Routes to School’ into all Development Plans and Local Area
Plans.
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United Ireland

The Good Friday Agreement provides for referendums North and South on Irish Unity. Planning for
these needs to begin now. We need a conversation on what kind of Ireland we want and how best to
achieve it.

Partition has not served the people of Ireland. Sinn Féin is committed to an all-lIreland economy which
builds upon existing cooperation and integration of services across the island, particularly in the areas
of health, education, transport, agriculture and tourism.

All-Ireland planning for health will produce better outcomes. An all-lreland education system will
facilitate the sharing of resources and expertise, strengthen research and development and contribute
to the growth and sustainability of the all-Ireland economy.

A united Ireland with a modern transport system will connect communities and move people, goods,
and services across the island more efficiently. An all-Ireland agricultural sector will benefit rural Ireland
and reduce the obstacles and red tape of working within two separate jurisdictions, and co-operation
on environmental issues will assist in challenging the threat of climate change.

As a world-class tourist destination, a United Ireland will see all regions reach their full potential by
creating employment and economic opportunity.

Local communities and local government have a key role to play in planning for Irish Unity, with

Sinn Féin councillors working to establish Irish unity working groups in Councils and calling on the
government to establish a Citizens’ Assembly on Irish unity. Proposals in support of these proposals
have been passed in various Councils, such as South Dublin, Donegal, Monaghan, Cavan and Dublin,
and other District Councils in the north.

Across the island of Ireland, the work of all Sinn Féin councillors is guided by the drive toward Irish
Unity. Sinn Féin will promote co-operation across Councils, north and south, through enhancing existing
cross-border agreements and relationships.

Sinn Féin will work to ensure that the benefits of cross-border funding are delivered for all communities.
These include funding for the A5 North-West Transport Corridor, Casement Park, the Narrow Water
Bridge connecting County Down to County Louth, hourly rail services between Belfast and Dublin, the
Battle of the Boyne site in County Meath, Astronomical Observatories at Dunsink, Armagh and Birr and
enterprise agencies’ co-operation schemes.

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

© The planning for, and promotion of, Irish Unity.

© Co-operation between local Councils, north and south, building on the work of
existing cross-border, cross-council bodies and on Council initiatives such as those in
County Donegal and Derry and Strabane District Council.

© Discussion on the harmonisation and integration of local government services across
the island.

© Working to have the Irish government establish an all-island Citizens’ Assembly to
discuss our constitutional future.
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Making Local Government Work Better

A strong Sinn Féin team will fight for greater accountability in local Councils.

We currently have the most centralised system of local government in Europe with limited democratic
decision-making powers and insufficient funding and resources for local authorities. This means that far
too many decisions are made by unelected officials.

A Sinn Féin government would work to address this through a review of local government with a view to
increasing powers and responsibilities of both elected Council and those who elect them.

We believe local authorities must be reformed. Accountability and transparency must be at the core of
what they do. People must be able to access information, and we must work to remove any barriers
that prevent this.

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

© Tackling political exclusion by using D’hondt system, which is a fair and proportionate
system to allocate committee chairs and membership of committee places.

© Increase transparency by mandating that all Council and Committee meetings be
recorded and made available online.

© Reviewing the impact of Fine Gael and Labour’s decision to abolish town and borough
councils with a view to supporting increased subsidiarity and accountability.

© Halting the privatisation of local Council services, while ensuring value for money for
taxpayers.

© Exploring ways to increase the accessibility of Council meetings through subtitling or
ISL interpretation.

© Reviewing localised budget processes to ensure that these are not used to plug gaps
created by inadequate central government funding.

© Mandating the Chief Executive to publish an annual report detailing all motions
passed in that year and an providing an update on their implementation.

© Exploring the potential to provide pooled staff resources for administrative work to all
Councillors pending the full implementation of the Moorhead report.

© Establishing Local Authority Women'’s fora.
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Making Communities Accessible for People with Disabilities

1 in every 5 people have a disability of some form. We believe that supporting those with disabilities is
about more than just paying lip-service.

In Sinn Féin’s Alternative Budget 2024, we proposed that central government should support a Disabled
Persons Organisations (DPO) Training and Development Fund and a Disability Inclusion Fund for all
local Councils to support their specific disability inclusion requirements in line with the UNCRPD. In
government, we would also increase funding for housing adaption grants.

Local authorities have a clear responsibility to create, maintain and support accessible spaces. Sinn
Féin believe that when we create spaces that are accessible to our most vulnerable, they are accessible
to everyone. This involves listening to disabled people and ensuring our community and public spaces
do not place barriers in their way.

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

© Recruiting a Disability Inclusion Officer in every local authority specifically to work to
prevent decisions being made that create barriers for those with a disability.

Ensuring all proposals for changes to public open spaces are reviewed through
Universal Design Guidelines.

Establishing a Voluntary Access Group, with people with disabilities as the core
membership, in each local authority area.

Utilising the NTA’s Walkability Audit when reviewing footpaths and routes for
resurfacing and intervention.

Drafting a Disability and Inclusion Strategy.

o0 O o 0

Adapting existing homes and building new homes that are accessible.
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Climate Action

Climate change and the challenge of reducing our carbon footprint to prevent further destruction of the
planet must be a key consideration of decision makers in local government.

From returning vacant homes to use to making active travel a reality for people, a just transition is at
the core of Sinn Féin’s proposals. We believe that supporting people to make environmentally sound
decisions is the best way forward.

A Sinn Féin government would reform how retrofitting is funded, targeted, and delivered. Our policies
would ensure that at least 75% of the funding for residential and community retrofits would be directed
at those on low and modest incomes, so that achieving our climate targets go hand in hand with
alleviating energy poverty and social deprivation.

We propose replacing the national retrofit programme with a new significantly different programme. We
propose grants that are tiered so that the more help you need to afford a retrofit the more help you get.
Our programme also includes area-based components to ensure more cost-effective and expedient
delivery.

We propose a specific scheme for households relying on solid fuels - these are often cold, rural homes
with the highest emissions; as well as the establishment of a dedicated fund for heat pumps given the
urgent need to shift the fuel source of homes to renewable alternatives. In addition, Sinn Féin would
prioritise and resource greater investment by local authorities in the retrofitting of their housing stock.

We believe that meanwhile use, which sees vacant commercial properties brought into temporary use,
will help to end commercial vacancy.

In order to support real climate action Sinn Féin have proposed a dedicated public park and woodland
fund, which would allow local authorities apply for funding to assist in the purchase or development of
parcels of land for use as public parks and green areas.

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

© Supporting the delivery and implementation of local climate action plans by ensuring
all local authorities have designated Climate Action Officers and Coordinators.

© Protecting and enhancing biodiversity, expanding publicly owned and accessible
green spaces and natural areas while contributing to carbon storage and
sequestration.

© Mandating all local authorities with designated bathing areas to complete all year-
round water quality testing

© Seeking to include district heating in new social housing developments where
possible.

© Developing policies on ‘Meanwhile Use’ for all local authorities to help community
groups and SMEs to understand the purpose, generate interest and afford developers
greater confidence that they would get their site back.

© Prioritising coastal erosion and flooding prevention and management.
© Improving water quality.
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Keeping Communities Safe

A strong Sinn Féin team will fight for more Gardai - that are visible and on the beat.

The crisis in policing has seen attacks on Gardai and unprecedented scenes of rioting and criminality in
Dublin, with other cities also seeing significant and high-profile attacks.

Many suburban and rural communities feel badly let down by lack of Gardai in their area, with Garda
stations either closed entirely or operating severely reduced hours.

Across the State, anti-social behaviour is making communities feel at risk and businesses, workers and
tourists have all expressed concerns about safety.

A Sinn Féin government would invest in a major Garda recruitment drive, along with introducing
retention measures, to reduce resignations, and build Garda numbers. We would review the Community
Safety Innovation Fund to ensure communities that are harmed most by criminality see proceeds of
those crimes returned to them.

Sinn Féin also recognise the key role that fire fighters play in keeping our communities safe across the
country; often at huge personal sacrifice to themselves.

Without urgent action to address the recruitment and retention crisis, the ability of these services to
continue the work they do day in day is in doubt, putting lives at risk.

In government, we would provide capital funding to allow for the ongoing replacement of engines and
other critical equipment, alongside the establishment of new stations where required.

All firefighters deserve financial security and peace of mind after years of service. Solving the
recruitment and retention crisis within full-time and retained services which has worsened under this
government will require all options to be examined.

A strong Sinn Féin team in local government will prioritise:

© Reviewing existing JPC structures and community safety fora to ensure these work
with, and complement, proposed Local Community Safety Partnerships.

Supporting local authorities through budgetary processes to ensure there are
sufficient Tenant Enforcement Officers in place.

Identifying areas for Dumping Taskforces to be established.

©

©

© Supporting the development of relationships between local community Gardai and
vulnerable communities.

©

Ensuring the proper allocation of resources to ensure sufficient staffing for full-time
and retained fire stations, enabling firefighters to perform their duties safely and
efficiently while safeguarding our communities.

© Ensuring local authorities provide the technical assistance and equipment to map
new and existing buildings to ensure speedy sharing of information and prevent a
potential disaster in high-rise buildings.

© Ensuring local authorities provide all fire services with a mapping system of all fire
hydrants and relevant high risk categorisation information across the State.
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